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foul Calumnics have been of late caſt upon us and our whole Body 


ina ſeditious Pamphlet written.and publiſhtby DoQor Leybyurs 


ro the great ſcandal of Religion and to our no leſs gricf then pre. 
Judice both at home'and abroad ; | which, as it - is unworthy . of, ſof- 


are-we unwilling togive it an Anſwer, kaſtthe evidence of truth 
( conſiſting chiefly in matters of fa ) ſhould too too much ex. 


aſperate the weak and; paſſionate. diſpbſiion of one ſingular man 
ſtanding in oppoſition againſt all his brethren ; yet, - being he has. 
pcremptorily refus'd to give any {atisfa&tion to thoſe whom he 


has ſo highly wrong'd, that we might not ſeem Wholy to neglect 
that duty and juſtice which we owe-to our ſelycs, but principally 
to the publick good, we finde our ſelyes oblig'd to give this true 


and \fincere Decharation: of our innocendy to - all- our. . Brethten] 


throughout the kingdome; aſwel for the. better eſtabliſhment of a 
perfect peace and union among us, as alſo to wipe away all mij. 
ſtakes, falſe conccits, and prejudicate opinions , wherewith the 
weaker ſort of ſpirirs may be imbu'd and poiſoned by the too too 
boldly. afferred'uncraths and tmaliciouſly forg'd: relations fraquently 
_ inſerted into eyery leaf of his paper. . | Mw; 


Firſt then, becauſe he does ſeem chiefly to infift on and reproach| 


ſome few wanton Clergy men ( ſuch is his ordinary language ) with 
we know not what novelties aud new notions in dottrin , e[peci= 
cially relating to Mr. Thomas White alias Blackgow, calling them 
Blackſoifts , we do here all of us ito a: many. profeſs. and: de 
clare before God and the world, as we have done ſeveral times 
heretofore by - our General and Capitular Acts in theyear 1653 
and 1657, which are on record in our Regiſters, that we diſlike 
diſapprove and renounce all noyelties vonging either to Religi- 
on or Goyernment. And particularly, whereas ſome "books 
written by Mr. Thomas White. of £ffex are already  probibited 
and condenmed by the Pope, We,out of our iy and obedience 
to his Holinefſe, do lkemif: hold them for prohibited and con- 
demned, and do diſclaim and rrp. "Eitp them as ſuch, ; and there- 
fore,according to our charge and office, we declare to.all our - Bre- 


thren and lay Catholicks of the Kingdome,, that. none ſhall or 


_ xead them bur thoſe that have ave, to. read. forbidden 
S, 
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' And further , we do from our hearts diſclaim, difown, and ut- 
'terly renounce what ever is contained in the ſaid Mr, #hrites book 
'entituled The Grounds of Obedience and Goverment, Which is atiy 
way offcnfive in theleaft to his Sacred Majeſty , our Soveraign 
Lord ; or ill princip'd in order to his State and Goyernment, 
” Secondly , whereas. Dr, Leyburn does calumniate us as being 
'Etieniies to our Mother-houſe the Colledge of Doway; We do 
here all of vs religiouſly profeſs that we never had the leaſt 
\ he. thought or intention of any ſuch averſion, We have ever lookt 
leaf Upon it as the firft and cheif Nurſe of ſuch pious Miffionaries as 
muſt be ſent to help and ſucceed us, Many of us have had our e- 
ducation there,and therefore it were an impoſſible-ingratitude in us 
ten 29eto reverence ſuch a - Mother of Martyrs, Hence it was we 
e | made a Copitular AR in the year '1657, whereby we engaged 
our ſelyes and all our Brethren to be diligent follicitors for the 
recovery of all penſions, debts or other monyes due unto that 
houſe, nor haye we eyer transfer'd or employ'd toany other end 
ly the lea&-gift or benevolence beſtowed upon it, Tis erne, we haye 
thought fit to Teſerve Within the Kingdome ſuch donations 45 
WY t be given” to be ſetled in rents for the uſe of that Colledge, 
rather then let the principal be tranſported into a ftrahge' Country ; 
Which both grave perſons of Doway Colledge it ſelf have cearneſt- 
m| 1y recommended to us,8 we conceive no wiſe man can diſapprove; 
being ; that if it ſhould pleaſe Gods providence to ſuffer us to be 
brought up in our own Nation, what ever monyes were {6 tranſ- 
- >| mitted and ſetled under a 'foraign Prince, would be moft cer. 
bu tainly loſt and confiſcate, Refides that Colledge may fall into the 
hands of others, eyen Aliens, with whom we {ſhould have no 
ke] Power nor commerce, _ 
* "Thirdly , the' Do&or, landers divers of ns with diſobedience þ 
and” endeay5urimg to outs our laſt and worthy Biſhop of Chal- 
cedon, and todeprive. hint of his Alithority ; whetein we need no 
other juſtification 'theri to refle&t how ridiculovs. it-is'to ſay or 
imagin it, Firſt, we ncither had nor could haye any Authority 
during his life bur by him and from him. Secondly, we haye 
labored by all | means; prffible, both privately -and publickly,borh 
dy writing ard x&ing, ro uphold © and nninrain his Lordfhips 
" Sa A 2 power 
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power and jurisdiction-againſt too too many adverfatits who, didf. 


oppoſe it ;: clearly ſceing, that, unleſs-his Lordſhjps Authority did 


ſand and ſutfiſt, we muſt needs fall to the ground, as being butaſ. 


Body of his creation. .- Thirdly, ſuppoſe we had tern ſo unworthy 


and impertinent as to dcfire it, who does not know it. was not in 


our power , nor in the powez of any Chapter whatſoever to exau.f|. 
chore their Biſhop.So farr have wee been from any ſich intention, 


as thaz nothing has been enacted and ordered by us during 
- his Lps life, which we have not ſent to his Lp to. be ap. 
proved and confirmed; nor did we or could we eſtecin it valid, till 
. we had. his Lps hand and Seal thereto, Tr is tive we have 
ſued with his expreſs leave and order t6 get our Chapter confirmed 
by. the Pope ; as. alſo we have been very wary to ſtand up for” his 
_Lordſhips teturn into: England, underſtanding that our adverſaries 
had _—_ it highly _—_— his then Majeſty” and the Court 
heie.. With which his Lordſhip was alſo well ſatisfied when he 
knew the occaſion; his own ſafety being our main motiye to do ſo ; 
but we could never have the:leaſt thought of ' depriving .his Lp 
of his Authority , without; ſeeking our own deſtiuRion, , We 
| know 'and have too.many evident proofs of it under the DoQoy's 
own hand, that, not finding how to ſatisfy his own ambition, and 
to rule over bs at iis will and pleaſure, he had endeayoured. from 
time to rime- to beget a misintelligence berwixt our Biſhop and 
us; wherein he ſometimes prevailed for a while þy_ falſe informay 
tions ; but, ſo-ſqon as his Lordſhip came to know the truth, he was 
alwaies ſatisfied to the full, as ſeveral letters under his own hand 
yet to be ſcen do clearly-teftifie, NT Tie woo 
Laftly, as to the Doors ſcornful and reviling language, his 
falſe reproachcs, his ſcandalous caiumnies, and his injurious un- 
tiuths, wherewith he labouts; to brand our 'Brethren ating. here 
in London by order from us ; and theſe, hoth in general and parti- 
cular 3 we Sam taken the:pains. to examin them all in order as 
they ly in his pamphlet. And firſt, we muſt needs 'acknewledse that 
what our Dean, Secretary, and the reſt of our Brethren here haye 
acted and ordered in ourabſence has not only been as impowred 
and-authorized ,by us. with our-conſent and. approtation,but we 
likewiſe give them many thanks for the, ſingulax.care'and_ peins 
Te 953 -.». . me 
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'-- The reſt of his untruths and calumnies which are too many -t9 
relate, whercof he brings no-other proof for the molt pare, buc 
ſome devout aſpirationyor- 45 ?tzs igarfied to pueyhave been canont= 
cally and cl:arly prov d.ro-be -falfe'befoxe us-all ; partly by letters 


under;his own hand, and partly. by Juridical,,.Oathes and. .teftimo- 
nies: of ſeyeral yertuops.-Priefls, -fomtimcs two,.. ſomtimes three, 
ſometimes cwenty or 'more,as appeares on record in the examin2ti- 


on of and Anſwer. to all the partigularsof his book,inſerted together 
with .a-Copy f-theſe- preſents into the Acts and Regiſtcis of our 
Chapters Lohan fi IG EH 2 


..| One ſlaneerin patgicular'we cannot omit, which is that he fairh 
ſome of; us ave: call'd- the yirtuous and learned Father «A941 
Provincial of. the Franciſcans in, England, Madman ; which how 


falſe it is, we are confident the Gentleman himſelf docs not doubt; 


being. all of us- ready to afſure him-of :it,.and of our'reſpe& on 


all . occaſions to his. perſon and merit.Befides we our felycs incurr 
the ſanue reproach ( if due for the-reaſon the, Dr. alle&grs,co wit;the 
diſclaiming Mr, Blacklow's doftrin,) by this our D<claration, - 

If the printing and publiſhing.our Encyclical Epiſtle have per- 
haps any way been the occaſion or cauſe of the DoQour his ſcan- 
dalous anfver (: for alſo heretofore unproyoked , by rvs/in the leaſt, 


he injured our credits in xprinted Pamphlet ) we are heartily ſory 


for.. it, being. aching we never intended ; ' nay, it. was xpreſly 


ordered by.us it ſhould not bc publiſhr, Our only aime-was to.-pre= 


yent,. by ſending 'ſome- private copics of it to.our Officers , the 
dangerous 'diflenſzons which the Dottaurx, his fatious gathering .of 
hands. and-other {miſter proceedings. might -poſlibly! produce. a- 
moneft our Brerhxen. #} a go Tee hah ole Tel THURS 
Ns s. muchzdcar; Brethren , we have thought fit,nay, we have 
conceived,our ſelyes.oblig'd to ſigmifie to.you'; that,” being. 4dvzr- 
tiſed; you may be the moxe cautious {eſt ſuch infolent.apd turbu- 
lent ſpirits hould beget divifions amongſt us,You know Omze 


regnumgs fe druiſum deſatebitur-y4 that all Schiſm is deſtructive 
of Cha)ity;\eſperially. amongſt . Apoſtglical Miſſionaries, And 
V therefore 
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"therefore 'theApoRile admonMWlies ws; Erfirradliders Coryar - 
Vta #t ardears, thiritatem anters nth habuero, nihil 'mliprodeft]. = 
' You know how ſcandalous all diflenfions nuft- needs appear a4 
mongR ſuch as'6vght-togoverii and guide their flocks in the path 
of eternal ſalvation,and that again'in the widſt of a Nation ovet 
flowed with divers Heterodox opmions. Of which ' ſcandal as we 
have been far! from'&iving the leaft occaſion, To'( God be bjeft 
we cart With truth pretend to *as great-#n union ( excepting t 
turbulent endeavours of this 'one fingle perſon')as poſſibly any fo 
oreat a community in the Chriſtian world. _Of which this 
General Aſſembly affords a moſt remarkable inſtance ; wherein, 
thovgh near thirry of'-our 'ermfienteſt - Brethren voted and ſub- 
ſcribed, gathered \ from ſeveral Diftrits in England and Wates, 
( and' ſo repreſenting the whole- body of the Clergy -) and the 
matte:s debated there were of ſeveral natures, ſorne of. chem re- 
lating to divers more particular intereſts under the common, ma- 
ny of them alſo being ſubje& to and' ſo generally apt to beget 
(and poſlibly end') in-diſpute andcontroverbe , yet' no onepoint 
waseither-kft undetertnined,or determined with differeht votes 3 
but at the-Chaprter men nd*Officers to a man were tiniverſally arid 
unanitmofſly either affirmative ot negative ; ſo unparalleld an har. 
mony "of mindes &* hearts is there in the Gatholick Engliſh Chap. 
ter and Clergy, And what more becoming a Church, fince we are 
not only Chrifts ſeamleſs garment, but even the ſacred limbs and 
mzinbe1s'of Chriſt himſelf; his myſfticalBody,whoſe inviolable uni- 
on the Scriptures and Fathers particularly St. Pani and St, Auſtty, 
do ſo dearly recommend to us. We are all children of the ſame Pa- 
rents, begorten by the ſame Father Jeſus Chrift, and brought forth 
by the ſame Mother, his dear Spouſe;the Catholick-Church ; fo 
therefore Chiiſt be preacht and*Soitles be gairrd ; Het it be all one 
to us, by whomfoeyer it is done.Let us ill -contirute Inkennani- 
moully irfhe ſacred bonds of Chriſtian Charity, "Cor wWnun & 4- 
1a una,id ipſum [entientes.* For which! we beg you will joyn in 
your prayers and {ſacrifices with us, who are 


1 | Vopr affeftionate Brethren © ''| 
Ho and Servants in Chriſt, 
We 


We under written Apeſtolical Notaries atteſt that we ſaw the 

above written Copy ſign'd in the Original by twenty froe 
Ie- Officers and Canons of the Engliſh Chapter, In teſtimony 
12- whereof we have ſubſcribed and ſet ta our ſeals the 17, of 
Set Sept, I661, ; 


nt 

id Robert Chernock Apoſfolical Notary. 

_ Thomas Maſey , Apoſt. Notary. 

= | 

" Contordat cum originali, Ita Teſtor 


Gulielmus Byflete Protonet, Apeoſt. 


